




The Scarlet Letterの第4章 “The Interview” で、ヘスターが罪を犯してさ
らし台に立たされた後、牢獄に戻り、初めてチリングワスと再会する場面、
ヘスターが “thou knows that I was frank with thee.  I felt no love, nor feigned 





“I have greatly wronged thee,” murmured Hester.
“We have wronged each other,” answered he.  “Mine was the first wrong, 
when I betrayed thy budding youth into a false and unnatural relation with my 
decay.  Therefore, as a man who has not thought and philosophized in vain, I 
seek no vengeance, plot no evil against thee.  Between thee and me, the scale 
hangs fairly balanced.  But, Hester, the man lives who has wronged us both! 
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に対する認識にも見られる。第17章 “The Pastor and His Parishioner”で、ディ
ムズデイルとヘスターが森の中で久々に再会し、ヘスターがチリングワス
の正体をついに明かした直後、二人は次のように話す。
“I do forgive you, Hester,” replied the minister, at length, with a deep 
utterance out of an abyss of sadness, but no anger.  “I freely forgive you now. 
May God forgive us both! We are not, Hester, the worst sinners in the world. 
There is one worse than even the polluted priest! That old man’s revenge has 
been blacker than my sin.  He has violated, in cold blood, the sanctity of a 
human heart.  Thou and I, Hester, never did so!”
“Never, never!” whispered she.  “What we did had a consecration of its own. 
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Stantonが、こうした結婚制度の現状批判を含む “Declaration of Sentiments”
を発表するに至るまでには、フーリエ主義の影響があったようだ。その
ことは、1898年に刊行されたスタントンの自伝Eighty Years and Moreに表
れており、その自伝の中扉には、“Social science affirms that woman’s place in 
society marks the level of civilization” という、フーリエ主義の理論を示す
“Social Science”という言葉を使ったエピグラフが掲げられている（Guarneri, 














I now fully understood the practical difficulties most women had to contend 
with in the isolated household, and the impossibility of woman’s best 
development if in contact, the chief part of her life, with servants and children. 
Fourier’s phalansterie community life and co-operative households had a new 

















The isolated household . . . is untrue to the human heart, and is not the 
design of God, and therefore it must disappear . . . . Now, as we think, the 
pecuniary dependence which society establishes for woman, is one of the most 
hurtful of these foreign elements, and we do not doubt that with its removal we 
shall see social relations generally rise to a degree of truth and beauty, to which 
they cannot at present attain. . . . Society rises with the degree of freedom it 
bestows on woman, and it is only by raising her to “integral independence,” 
and making her as she should be, and as God made her, the equal of Man. . . 

























































Her sex, her youth, and the whole richness of her beauty, came back from what 
men call the irrevocable past, and clustered themselves, with her maiden hope, 
and a happiness before unknown, within the magic circle of this hour.  And, 
as if the gloom of the earth and sky had been but the effluence of these two 
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セネカ・フォールズ女性大会で採択された “Declaration of Sentiments” は、
女性の投票権そして財産権を求める文言のすぐ後で離婚をめぐる法律に言
及して、その男女の不平等を批判している。
He [Man] has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper 
causes of divorce; in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of 
the children shall be given; as to be wholly regardless of the happiness 
of women—the law, in all cases, going upon the false supposition of the 
supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands. (“Declaration of 
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Sentiments”)
“Declaration of Sentiments” の中のこの文言では、離婚に関する法の不備、
男女の不平等が糾弾される。そこには幸福な関係が維持できなくなった男
女の間では婚姻関係を解消することもやむなし、あるいは解消すべきとの



























. . . the secret history of the human heart will bear out the assertion that it is 
capable of loving any number of times and any number of persons, and that the 
more it loves the more it can love.  This is the law of nature, thrust out of sight, 






















. . . there will be no Seduction, and no Bigamy, and no Adultery, when there 
is no legal or forceful institution of Marriage to defend—when Woman is 
recognized as belonging to herself and not to a husband—when she is expected 
simply to be true to herself and not to any man. . . and when. . . Woman 
shall be placed upon a footing of entire pecuniary independence of man and 
































































と言われている（Loman 137, Stanley 176-77）。
アメリカ建国期から19世紀後半までの離婚をめぐる歴史について論じた










































We believe that with the establishment of TRUTH and JUSTUCE in 
the practical affairs of society . . . and with the guarantee of pecuniary 
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independence to all persons, the most fatal temptations to debase and profane 
this relation will be removed, and that mercenary marriages and other legalized 
prostitution . . . will disappear.  But to purer and nobler generations, more 
upright, honorable, and generous, we leave all legislation on this subject.  It 
is for us to maintain the institution inviolable. (“Statement of the ‘American 



























デイルが応じる決心をして、ヘスターは “Let us not look back,” と呼びかけ
た直後、次のような行動を取る。
. . . she undid the clasp that fastened the scarlet letter, and, taking it from her 
bosom, threw it to a distance among the withered leaves.  The mystic token 
alighted on the hither verge of the stream. . . .
The stigma gone, Hester heaved a long, deep sigh, in which the burden of 
shame and anguish departed from her spirit.  O exquisite relief! She had not 
known the weight, until she felt the freedom! By another impulse, she took off 
the formal cap that confined her hair; and down it fell upon her shoulders, dark 
and rich, with at once a shadow and a light in its abundance, and imparting the 
charm of softness to her features.  There played around her mouth, and beamed 
out of her eyes, a radiant and tender smile, that seemed gushing from the very 







しかし第19章 “The Child at the Brook-Side” で、生き生きとした女性とし
てのヘスターの姿は長続きせず、まもなく彼女は元の姿に戻ることになる。
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. . . she advanced to the margin of the brook, took up the scarlet letter, and 
fastened it again into her bosom.  Hopefully, but a moment ago, as Hester had 
spoken of drowning it in the deep sea, there was a sense of inevitable doom 
upon her, as she thus received back this deadly symbol from the hand of fate. 
. . . Hester next gathered up the heavy tresses of her hair, and confined them 
beneath her cap.  As if there were a withering spell in the sad letter, her beauty, 
the warmth and richness of her womanhood, departed, like fading sunshine; 

























Women, more especially,—in the continually recurring trials of wounded, 
wasted, wronged, misplaced, or erring and sinful passion,—or with the dreary 
burden of a heart unyielded, because unvalued and unsought,—came to 
Hester’s cottage, demanding why they were so wretched, and what the remedy! 
Hester comforted and counselled them, as best she might.  She assured them, 
too, of her firm belief, that, at some brighter period, when the world should 
have grown ripe for it, in Heaven’s own time, a new truth would be revealed, 
in order to establish the whole relation between man and woman on a surer 




























































At old Roger Chillingworth’s decease (which took place within the year), 
and by his last will and testament, of which Governor Bellingham and the 
Reverend Mr. Wilson were executors, he bequeathed a very considerable 
amount of property, both here and in England, to little Pearl, the daughter of 
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應義塾大学）での研究発表「“A False and Unnatural Relation” －フーリエ主
義ネットワークの結婚制度批判とThe Scarlet Letter」の内容を大幅に縮小し
修正を加えたものである。
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